PREFACE.
SINCE Colonel H. Yule began to publish his extensive researches oil European mediaeval travellers to Eastern Asia, a lively interestQias been awakened, not only among professional geographfetifc alii Orientalists, but also among general readers, in the accounts left by those adventurous men who in the Middle Ages, in the period of the Mongol domination, crossed the inhospitable wildernesses of Central and Eastern Asia. Towards the middle of the fourteenth century, in the period of the decline and the fall of the Mongol dynasty, these regions became again impervious, and then for many centuries remained inaccessible to European exploration.
Colonel Yule's first work on the subject, "Cathay and the Way Thither," was published in 1866, just when the Russian conquests and discoveries in Central Asia commenced to throw new geographical light upon these traces. Five years later, in 1871, appeared his " Book of Marco Polo," an admirable monument of erudition, which did not fail to assure to the learned commentator of the celebrated mediaeval traveller the success of unrivalled competency in this field of investigation. A new edition of the work, much enlarged arid revised, was issued in 1875.